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HERE  AT  LAST ! 

1970/73  Report. 

The  long-awaited  report  covering  the  four  years  1 970-3 
is  now  a reality.  It  will  be  sent  out  in  March.  The  unfore- 
seen difficulties  and  delays  have  been  eventually  overcome, 
and  the  tenacity  and  dedication  of  editor  Mark  Beaman  have 
brought  about  a production  that  is  the  Society's  biggest 
undertaking  so  far. 

It  is  a long  and  very  detailed  document,  unique  in  its 
coverage  of  so  large  an  area,  and  I'm  sure  that  all  readers 
will  be  impressed  and  stimulated  not  only  by  the  wealth  of 
information  inside  it,  but  also  by  the  gaps  in  our  knowledge 
which  are  becoming  apparent. 

We  aim  to  sell  rather  a lot  of  theta,  so  we  hope  that 
members  will  play  their  part  and  spread  the  word  around.  It 
will  be  a worthwhile  addition  to  any  ornithologist's  library, 
even  if  he  is  only  vaguely  thinking  of  visiting  Turkey,  and 
we  are  sure  that  many  uncommitte  <3.  people  can  be  convinced 
that  it  is  too  good  to  miss. 

Besides  the  systematic  list  it  includes  a review  by 
Dr.  Kumerloeve  of  existing  literature  on  Turkish  ornith- 
ology, which  is  a thing  that  everyone  will  find  useful. 

Price. 


Editorial  Address 

c/o  RSPB 
The  Lodge, 

Sandy,  Befordshire 
England,, 


The  Report  will  cost  £3,  but  it  will  be  sent  free  to  all 
members  who  have  faithfully  and  optimistically  deposited  £1 
with  the  society  in  each  of  the  three  years  1973,  1974  and 
1975.  Anyone  who  has  paid  for  one  or  two  of  the  years,  but 
not  all  three,  will  be  asked  to  make  up  the  difference  to  £3, 
if  they  wish  to  be  sent  a copy,  which  we  assume  they  do. 

Copies  will  be  available  from  the  Hon.  Treasurer, 

P.  Clement,  80  Coverts  Road,  Claygate,  Esher,  Surrey. 

Subscriptions . 

Council  decided  on  4th  November  that  we  have  no  option 
but  to  increase  the  annual  subs  ription  to  £2  if  we  are  to 
survive.  Now  that  we  are  in  business  again,  with  the 
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seen  at  the  Central  Plateau  lakes.  Tuz  itself  appeared 
waterless.  At  Kulu  G.  an  impressive  concentration  included 
500  White-headed  Duck  Oxyura  leucocephala , 200  Black-hellied 
Sandgrouse  Pterocles  orientaliS;  several  hundi’ed  Flamingos 
Phoenicopterus  ruber  and  9 Greater  Sandplovers  Charadrius 
leschenaultii . 


At  the  half -drained  remains  of  Hotamis  G.  3 White-tailed 
Plovers  Vanellus  leucurus  and  2 Spur-winged  Plovers 
Hoplopterus  spinosus  were  seen,  althouth  no  proof  of  breeding 
was  obtained.  The  reed-beds  of  Hotami^  were  being  burnt  down  - 
a depressing  sight.  Water  levels  at  the  end  of  August  were 
extremely  low,  exposing  large  areas  of  mud  at  Cavuscu  G.  where 
waders  were  very  numerous . ” 

Some  very  productive -visits  were  made  in  1 975,  mostly 
in  May  and  June.  Stanley  Cramp,  Roger  Lovegrove , Richard 
Porter  and  Ian  Willis  spent  three  weeks  looking  at  1 0 Km 
squares  for  the  EOAC  Atlas  project. 

In  the  Kurbaga  area  nesting  birds  included  Avocets 
Recurvirostra  avosetta.  Greater  Sandplovers  Charadrius 
leshenaultii , several,  pairs  of  Cranes  Grus  grus , many 
Flamingoes  Phoenicopterus  ruber,  and  Slender-billed  Gulls 
Larus  geneil  The  latter  were  also  found  nesting  together  with 
Black-headed  Gulls  Larus  ridibundus  at  Kulu  G. , where  other 
interesting  breeders  were  a colony  of  200  pairs  of  Gull- 
billed Terns  Gelochelidon  nilotica  with  a pair  of  Mediterran- 
ean Gulls  Larus  melanocephalus , and  105  pairs  of  Avocet 
Recurvirostra  avosetta.  White-headed  Ducks  Oxyura  leucocephala 
were  proved  to  breed  there,  6 young  being  seen  together  with 
81  adults. 


First  breeding  record 

Down  at  Hotamis  several  Montagu's  Harriers  Circus  pygargus 
were  obviously  nesting.  A pair  of  White-tailed  Plovers 
Vanellus  leucurus  were  behaving  in  a way  that  indicated  breed- 
ing - the  f irst'eVidence  of  nesting  in  Turkey,  and  a satisfy- 
ing follow-up  to  the  1974  record  from  the  same  place.  A third 
bird  was  also  present.  Later  on,  in  July,  the  same  birds  were 
seen  by  Alan  Kitson,  who  reports  that  the  amount  of  disturb- 
ance there  made  breeding  success  unlikely.  Marbled  Teal_ 

Anas  angustirostris  were  seen  there,  as  well  as  at  Kurbaga. 

Also  on  the  Plateau  White-throated  Robins  Irania 
gutturalis  and  Masked  Shrikes  Lanius  nubicus  were  found  nest- 
ing north  of  Ankara,  both  in  n’evT'areas. 

Pontics . 

The  rest  of  the  trip  was  spent  in  the  Pontic  mountains 
south  of  Rize.  At  least  20  pairs  of  Green  Warbler  Phylloscopus 
nitidus  were  found,  several  of  which  were  feeding  young. 

Goshawks  Accipiter  gentilis  were  found  breeding,  and 
Golden  Eagles  Aquila  chrysaetos~~and  Lammergeiers  Gy pa etus 
barbatus  were  seenT  "No  Snowcoc’:  or  Wallcreepers  sadly,  writes 
Richard,  "but  ^ species  of  raptor  made  up  for  it.  Most  were 
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At  that  time  Birecik  held  90  Bald  Ibises  Gerontica 
eremita?  consisting  of  54  adults  and  36  juveniles u 

A Town  and  Gown  "Bird  and  Flower"  tour  visited  eastern 
Anatolia  in  June  and  recorded  a total  of  177  species  of  bird. 
"On' the  crater  lake  of  Nemrut  Dag,"  writes  Michael  Rowntree 
"6  pairs  of  Velvet  Scoter  Melanitta  fusca  were  seen,  though 
no  proof  of  breeding  was  obtained»  Within  the  crater  rim 
Partridge  Perdix  perdix.  Ring  Ousel  Turdus  torguatus,  Radde's 
Accentor  Prune  11a  o cul  a'r  i s , White-throated  Robin  I rani  a 
gutturalls  and  feed-fronted  Serin  Serinus  pusillua  were  all 
fbtmd, "while  the  surrounding  peaks  had  Griffon  Vultures 
Gypus  fulvus , Golden  Eagles  Aquila  chrysaetos  and  Peregrine 
Palco  peregrinus. 

■ V . , Tourists » 

The  marshes  near  Van  had  10  species  of  duck,  including 
Ferruginous  Duck  Aythya  nyroca  and  a single  White-headed  Duck 
Oxyura  leucocephala , as  well  as  Crane  Grus  grus , Little 
Bittern  Ixobrychus  minutus  and  Slender-billed  Gull  Larus  genei. 
A colony  of  Night  Herons  Nycticorax  nycticorax  found  on 
Akdamar  Island  in  1 972  had  disappeared,  having  probably 
succumbed  to  increasing  tourist  pressure,  and  breeding  Herring 
Gulls  Larus  argentatus  seemed  to  be  down  in  numbers  though 
still  plentiful , 'as  were  Choughs  Pyrrhocorax  pyrrhocorax. " 

5-600  White  Pelicans  Pelecanus  onocrotalus  were  seen  at 
the  north-east  corner  of  Van ' G » "Near  the  pelicans  was  a Red- 
necked Grebe  Podiceps  grisegena  and  five  apecies  of  tern  on 
one  sandbank  -^Caspian  H^roprogne  tschegrava.  Little  Sterna 
albif rons , C ommon  Sterna"  hi rundo , White-winge d Chlidonias 
leucopterus  and  Gull-billed  Gelochelidon  nilotica. " 


More  Green  Warblers, 

The  party  returned  through  the  Pontic  AlpSo  Istavri  was 
full  of  Redstarts  Phoenicurus  phoenicurus  samamiscus  and 
Rosefinches  Carpodacus  ej?yl;hr juius_  and  the  neighbourhood  also 
produced  Lammerge'i er"  Gy-pae tus  barbatus  , Booted  Hieraaetus 
pennatus  and  Bonelli ' s Eagles  Hieraaetus  fasciatuso  A 
Yellowhammer  Emberiza  citrinella  seen  and  heard  to  the  east 
of  Trabzon  was  a very  unusual  record  for  June. 

At  Sumela  monastery,  35  miles  south  of  Trabzon,  at 
least  three  singing  male  Green  Vlfarblers  Phylloscouus  nitidus 
were  present  in  the  woods,  one  of  which  was  carrying  food. 
"Devotion  to  identifying  these  birds",  writes  Rowntree,  "caused 
me  to  miss  a Wall  creeper  Tichodroma  muraria  which  was 
collecting  food  in  the  monastery  as  if  breeding  nearby." 

Wallcreeper  and  Green  V/arbler  were  also  recorded  by 
Alan  Kitson,  who  visited  the  Pontics  in  July.  In  addition, 
several  pairs  of  Crimson-winged  Finch  Rhodopechys  sanguines 
were  found,  a few  Red-fronted  Serins  Serinus  pusillus,  and 
Dippers  Cinclus  cinclus,  which  were  des-cribe  i as  very  common. 

At  Kulu  G. , a spot  that  has  already  featured  heavily  in 
this  roundup,  he  recorded  the  enourmous  total  of  10,000  Ruddy 
Shelducks  Tadorna  f errigine , 2C  lentish  Plovers  Charadrius 
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Black-eared  Wheatears  (Oe»  pleschanka  and  Qe.  hispanica)  and 
would  Be  extremely  grateful  if  anyone  could  supply  him  with 
any  of  the  following 

1 o Observations  in  the  sympatric  zone  of  the  two 
species  (only  E.  Turkey  in  our  area?  but  otherwise  Iran, 
Turkestan,  Transcaucasia  etc,  ) of  interspecific  interaction 
between  the  two  species  (i.e.  behavioural  interaction)  and 
any  observations  concerning  the  finer  points  of  the  ecology 
of  the  two  species  in  this  zone  (i.e.  small  ecological  diff- 
erences which  might  serve  to  separate  the  two  species). 

2o  Any  records  or  tapes  of  the  call  or  song  of  the  two 
species » 


3.  Any  photographs  of  the  species  in  their  natural 
habitat  within  the  sympatric  zone  (or  just  of  the  habitat 
provided  that  it  can  be  indicated  where  birds  were  seen). 

MUTE  SV/ANS . 

We  have  received  the  following  letter  from  Michael 
Smart,  administrator  of  the  International  Waterfowl  Research 
Bureau,  Slimbridge. 

”...  Vi/e  have  heard  via  Prof.  W.  J.  L.  Sladen,  who  has 
recently  been  in  the  Soviet  Union  in  connection  with  the 
US/USSR  Environmental  Agreement,  that  Soviet  scientists  from 
the  Black  Sea  area  are  very  anxious  to  have  closer  contacts 
with  their  Turkish  colleagues.  They  would  be  glad  of 
ornithological  exchanges  in  all  spheres  of  mutual  interest, 
but  in  particular  Dr.  Kostin  would  be  most  interested  to  know 
if  any  of  the  Mute  Swans  which  he  has  marked  in  northern 
Crimea  have  been  recovered  or  seen  in  Turkey.  Two  thousand 
of  them  have  been  marked  with  metal  leg  bands  and  two  hundred 
with  black  or  white  neck  collars.  If  you  know  of  any,  perhaps 
you  could  either  write  direct  to  Dr.  Kostin  (Dr.  Yu  V Kostin, 
Crimean  State  G-ame  Reserve,  ALUSHTA,  Partizanskaya  Str  40, 
Crimean  Region,  USSR)  or  copy  any  letters  to  me.  so  that  I 
can  forward  them  through  diplomatic  channels.” 

(Vl/hite  collars  on  swans?  - Ed.  ) 

8th  A.  G.  M. 


The  8th  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the  Society  will  be 
held  on  Thursday  26th  February  1976  at  Bowmaker  House, 

St.  James’  st. , London,  S.WM  . Notice  is  given  with  this 
Bulletin. 

Previous  publications  - Latest  news. 


Report  for  1966/67  - Now  out  of  print. 

CHECK  LIST  OP  THE  BIRDS  OP  TURKEY.  - Now  out  of  print. 

REPORT  POR  1968/69*  Just  a few  copies  left.  Available  at 
price  £1.90  (including  postage  and  packing)  from  the  Hon. 
Treasurer,  P.  Clement,  80  Coverts  Road,  Claygate,  Esher,  Surrey. 


